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Abstract 

Higher education stands as a cornerstone of national 

achievement, reflecting societal values and fueling both social 

and economic progress. It transforms ignorance into knowledge 

and propels communities from stagnation to advancement. As 

the world changes rapidly, educational systems must evolve in 

tandem. In India, higher education grapples with formidable 

obstacles such as commercialisation, the gap between quantity 

and quality, and rising graduate unemployment. These 

challenges threaten the very fabric of the system and call for 

sweeping reforms. To meet the demands of tomorrow, we need 

bold, innovative approaches to organise knowledge, solve new 

problems, and prepare society for what lies ahead. 

Breakthroughs in communication technology have already 

begun to dissolve barriers of time and distance. This paper 

explores why weaving value-based scientific thinking into Indian 

higher education is essential for meeting the needs of the 

future. 
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Introduction 

Higher education fuels the talent pipeline for vital fields like management, planning, design, 

teaching, and research, laying the groundwork for a nation’s growth and prosperity. The 

march of science, technology, and the economy depends on a strong higher education 

system. Since independence, India’s universities and colleges have flourished, helping the 

country rise as a powerhouse in industry and innovation. To truly empower students, teaching 

must embrace the four pillars of education: learning to learn, learning to do, learning to be, 

and learning to become. Yet students often find themselves at a crossroads, as what they 

learn quickly becomes outdated and fails to equip them for tomorrow's challenges. 

 Four Predominant Concepts of Higher Education 

Higher education wears many hats. It shapes skilled professionals ready to energise 

the workforce and drive business and industry forward. It also acts as a Launchpad for 

research careers, nurturing scientists and thinkers who push the boundaries of knowledge, 

with excellence measured by research achievements and academic depth. Teaching is 

another pillar, with a focus on delivering knowledge effectively and efficiently. But higher 

education is more than just a stepping stone to a job or a research lab, it opens doors to 

lifelong learning and personal growth. Together, these roles define its true worth. A strong, 

fair system that champions both teaching and research is the key to thriving in today’s 

knowledge-driven world. India’s reputation as a centre for affordable, high-quality, and 

student-friendly higher education is growing, signalling its promise to meet the world’s rising 

educational needs. 

Improving Quality of Higher Education 

The heart of teaching beats for student learning. Great teaching means understanding 

how students think and grow, and nurturing their intellectual curiosity. In higher education, 

teachers must create a rich environment for knowledge, spark critical thinking, and guide 

students through the maze of complex problems. Constantly refining teaching methods is 

vital. The strength of a society is deeply tied to the strength of its education system, so Indian 

higher education must continue to raise the bar in both programs and research. Yet, the Gross 

Enrolment Ratio (GER) tells a story of uneven progress, with wide gaps across gender and 

regions.  

Quality in higher education is a moving target, multi-layered and ever-changing, 

making it a tough challenge in India. Despite government initiatives, many institutions 

still fall short of UGC standards, and Indian universities have yet to shine on the global 

stage. Poor infrastructure, especially in public colleges, remains a stubborn hurdle, 

with too many students learning in less-than-ideal conditions. (12) 

Political interference casts a long shadow over higher education, with many 

institutions steered by political leaders who shape university governance. This often pulls 

students away from their academic goals and into the world of politics. Chronic faculty 

shortages and the struggle to attract and keep talented teachers have long been stumbling 
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blocks for educational quality. Ironically, even as vacancies abound, many NET- and PhD-

qualified individuals remain jobless, prompting them to seek opportunities outside academia 

and further weakening the sector. Accreditation is another weak link; as of June 2010, less 

than a quarter of Indian higher education institutions had earned NAAC accreditation. 

Research and innovation often take a back seat in Indian higher education, with only 

a handful of scholars gaining international acclaim and many institutions placing little 

emphasis on research. Scarce resources, outdated facilities, and a lack of skilled mentors 

make it hard for research to flourish. Many scholars face the double blow of missing or 

delayed fellowships, which hampers their progress. The ties between universities and 

research centres are generally weak, leaving collaboration undernourished. On top of this, 

the system is bogged down by too much centralisation, red tape, and a lack of accountability 

and professionalism. As college enrollments swell, universities find themselves bogged down 

in administrative duties, leaving less time for the pursuit of knowledge and discovery. 

India’s higher education system is racing ahead, even as it hurdles over persistent 

challenges, and these barriers are not insurmountable. Embracing new learning technologies 

could spark a revolution in the sector. There are rich opportunities for strategic leadership 

and capacity building, especially at the state level. India can also forge powerful national and 

international partnerships to drive systemic reforms, from quality assurance to global credit 

recognition and a unified qualifications framework. Education is a powerful equaliser, 

narrowing gaps in income and wealth, but only if access is fair and open to all. The growing 

focus on vocational skills opens new doors for international collaboration. By building strong 

relationships and participating in global conferences and seminars, Indian higher education 

can more tightly weave itself into the world community, powered by creative, hands-on 

learning. 

Through the Global Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN), India's Ministry of Human 

Resource Development and Department of Science and Technology will invite US professors 

to teach in Indian institutions. There is a need for new and innovative approaches across all 

education levels to make India's education system more relevant and globally competitive. 

Graduate students should have access to courses that help them excel and gain deep 

knowledge, improving their job prospects and reducing unnecessary pressure on higher 

education. 

Public and private universities alike must work to curb political influence and 

favouritism, safeguarding education from the grip of commercialisation. Higher education 

should embrace a multidisciplinary spirit, freeing students from the confines of narrow 

subject silos. 

The Education Quality Upgradation and Inclusion Programme (EQUIP) was recently 

launched: a five-year vision plan to improve the quality and accessibility of higher education 

over the next five years. Double the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education and 

resolve the geographically and socially skewed access to higher education institutions in India. 
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Position at least 50 Indian institutions among the top 1000 global universities. Revitalising 

Infrastructure and Systems in Education (RISE) by 2022. Qualitatively upgrade India's research 

and academic infrastructure to global best standards by 2022. Make India an education hub 

by providing high-quality research infrastructure in Indian higher education institutions. To 

allow access to HEFA funding for institutions such as Central Universities, AIIMS, IISERs, and 

newly created Institutes of National Importance, without creating any additional burden on 

students. The Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA) has been tasked with mobilising Rs. 

1,00,000 crore for this initiative. 

UGC's Learning Outcome-based Curriculum Framework (LOCF) guidelines, issued by 

UGC in 2018, aim to make students active learners and teachers good facilitators. Graded 

Autonomy for Universities & Colleges: A 3-tiered graded autonomy regulatory system has 

been initiated, with categorisation based on accreditation scores. Category I and Category II 

universities will have significant autonomy to conduct examinations, prescribe and even 

announce results. Evaluation Systems Global Initiative for Academics Network (GIAN): The 

programme invites distinguished academicians, entrepreneurs, scientists, and experts from 

premier institutions across the world to teach at higher educational institutions in India. All 

India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE): The main objectives of the survey are to identify 

and enumerate all higher education institutions in the country and to collect data from them 

on various aspects of higher education. 

The National Institutional Ranking Framework was developed in 2015. The rankings 

have been published annually since 2016. It outlines a methodology to rank educational 

institutions across the country based on five broad parameters: Teaching, learning and 

resources, Research and professional practice, Graduation outcomes, outreach and 

inclusivity, and perception. 

Way Forward: Regulatory and governance reforms: Restructure or merge the various 

higher education regulators (UGC, AICTE, NCTE, etc.) to ensure effective coordination. Amend 

the UGC Act programmes with Indian institutions. Link University grants to performance. 

Create world-class universities: 20 universities, 10 each from the public and private sectors, 

are being selected as 'Institutions of Eminence', to help them attain world-class standards of 

teaching and research. A graded mechanism to ensure additional funds flow to top public 

universities should be developed. The Draft National Education Policy, 2019, recommended 

restructuring the higher education system into Tiers 1, 2, and 3. Tier 1 includes research 

universities that focus equally on research and teaching; Tier 2 includes teaching universities 

that focus primarily on teaching; and Tier 3 includes colleges that focus solely on 

undergraduate teaching. All such institutions will gradually move towards full academic, 

administrative, and financial autonomy. Increased focus on vocational and professional-led 

education: Include vocational subjects in mainstream universities to enable greater 

acceptance and utility of vocational learning.  
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Accreditation Framework: All higher education institutions must be accredited 

compulsorily & regularly, by agencies, empanelled through a transparent, high-quality 

process. Performance-linked funding and incentives: All central universities should develop 

strategic plans to enter the top 500 in global university rankings over the next 10 years. 

Funding to these institutions should be linked to performance and outcomes through the 

MHRD and the newly constituted Higher Education Funding Agency. Distance and online 

education: Broaden the scope of Massive Open Online Course (MOOCs) and Open and 

Distance Learning to provide access to quality education beyond geographical boundaries. 

Conclusion 

India is at an important point in developing its higher education system. While a lot 

has been done to increase access to colleges and universities, ongoing problems with quality, 

fairness, and effectiveness still exist. The country has many young, educated people who 

could be a great national strength if given the right learning opportunities and support. The 

main challenge is not just adding more institutions; India needs strong, inclusive, and job-

relevant institutions that can meet society’s changing needs. 

Making real changes needs focused effort in several connected areas. Steady, 

sufficient funding is needed to improve teaching, research, buildings, libraries, labs, online 

resources, and other important tools. Higher education must also be open to students from 

different social and economic backgrounds because growth without fairness will not lead to 

real progress. Better quality and academic standards rely on good teaching practices, skilled 

teachers, meaningful research, careful assessment, and strong school practices. Also, colleges 

and universities must adjust to changes in jobs, technology, industries, and society while still 

supporting wide learning and cultural growth. 

Improving facilities and using new technology are also important for the future of 

higher education in India. Many colleges, especially in rural or poorer areas, still lack adequate 

buildings, internet access, study materials, or research facilities. Fixing these problems is 

necessary so everyone can get a better education. At the same time, universities and colleges 

must be able to keep up with new knowledge, new technology, cross-disciplinary work, and 

new learning methods. 

In the end, the success of higher education in India should not be judged solely by how 

many institutions exist or how many students enrol, but by the quality of knowledge 

produced, the opportunities given to students, how welcoming campuses are, and the 

broader benefits universities bring to society. Indian higher education institutions must go 

beyond just giving degrees to become places of learning, critical thinking, creativity, 

discussion, and free thought. By leveraging these strengths and handling current challenges, 

India can translate its large talent pool into tangible progress in education, society, and the 

economy. 

 

 

https://www.thevoiceofcreativeresearch.com/index.php/vcr


ISSN: 2582-5526| Indexed| Peer Reviewed| Open Access |Vol. 5 No.1 (2023) 

The Voice of Creative Research 
https://www.thevoiceofcreativeresearch.com/index.php/vcr 

  

20| 
 

Works Cited 

Aithal, P. S., and Shubhrajyotsna Aithal. “Analysis of the Indian National Education Policy 2020 

towards Achieving Its Objectives.” International Journal of Management, Technology, 

and Social Sciences, vol. 5, no. 2, 2020, pp. 19–41. 

Altbach, Philip G. The International Imperative in Higher Education. Sense Publishers, 2007. 

Gupta, Deepak, and Navneet Singh. “Indian Higher Education System: Challenges and 

Opportunities.” International Journal of Research in Management & Technology, vol. 2, 

no. 2, 2012, pp. 1–6. 

Masani, Zareer. “India Still Asia’s Reluctant Tiger.” BBC Radio 4, 27 Feb. 2008. Newsweek, 

Special Report, “The Education Race,” pp. 18–25. 

Nalla, B. K., and S. P. “International Journal of Management and Social Science Research 

Review.” International Journal of Management and Social Science Research Review, vol. 

1, no. 46, 2018, pp. 126–132. 

Nair, P. S. “Higher Education in India: Challenges and Opportunities.” International Journal of 

Education and Management Studies, vol. 8, no. 3, 2018, pp. 356–60. 

Saravana, K., A. R., and S. Mohan. “Enhancing Students’ Achievement in Science through 

Metacognitive Orientation.” Experiments in Education, vol. 35, no. 8, 2007, pp. 15–22. 

Shaguri, Obadiah Ray. “Higher Education in India: Access, Equity, Quality.” EAN World 

Congress Scholar, 2013. 

Sharma, Sahil, and P. Sharma. “Indian Higher Education System: Challenges and Suggestions.” 

Electronic Journal for Inclusive Education, vol. 3, no. 4, 2015, pp. 3–4. 

Sheikh, Y. A. “Higher Education in India: Challenges and Opportunities.” Journal of Education 

and Practice, vol. 8, no. 1, 2017, pp. 1–5. 

Srimathi, H., and A. Krishanmoorthy. “The Complex Structure of Higher Education System in 

India.” International Journal of Innovative Technology and Exploring Engineering, vol. 8, 

no. 9, 2019, pp. 103–07. 

Srivastava, M. “Higher Education in India: Challenges and Opportunities.” International 

Journal of Humanities and Social Science Research, vol. 3, no. 5, 2017, pp. 1–5. 

Tilak, Jandhyala B. G. Higher Education Policy in India: Four Decades of Development. 

Routledge, 2013. 

Wong, Billy, and Y. L. T. Chiu. “Let Me Entertain You: The Ambivalent Role of University 

Lecturers as Educators and Performers.” Educational Review, vol. 71, no. 2, 2019, pp. 

218–33. 

 

https://www.thevoiceofcreativeresearch.com/index.php/vcr

